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AMENDMENT ADVANCES POLITICALLY 


HE Equal Rights Amendment has gained 
many staunch supporters during the last two 
weeks. The greatest credit goes to Matthew A. 
Dunn, Member of the House of Representatives, 
nominated and elected to the Seventy-fourth Con- 
gress on the Democratic and Republican tickets. 

His attention called by certain of his constitu- 
ents to the fact that equal rights is today denied 
to women in every State of the Union, Mr. Dunn 
in line with a long-felt conviction, at once intro- 
duced an Amendment to the Constitution to cor- 
rect this inequality by introducing a measure 
identical with H. J. Res. 1 now before the Judi- 
ciary Committee. — 

Mr. Dunn's letter just received at National 
Woman's Party Headquarters, is printed below: 


Mv DEAR Miss POLLITZER: 


I have introduced H. J. Resolution No. 238 to amend the 
Constitution in order to give to the women of our country 
what rightfully belongs to them Equal Rights! 

We cannot truthf 7 say that our Government is a 
government of the people, by the people and for the people, 
unless we give to the women the same rights and privileges 


the men now enjoy. 
Since I have introduced the pro to guarantee equal 
have learned that an 


rights under the Constitution, 
identical measure was introduced by my Indiana collea 
Mr. Ludlow. Throughout the country broad-minded 
intelligent men and women have given their support to 
this measure of justice. We, their representatives, are 
glad to have the opportunity to assist in having this idea 
enacted into law as promptly as possible. 


Very sincerely yours, MatrHew A. DUNN. 


The significance of Mr. Dunn’s cooperation lies 
in the fact that it is another evidence that Equal 
Rights is gaining momentum, and that legislators 
from different parts of the country are becoming 
increasingly eager as the session goes on to see 
the Equal Rights principle enacted into law. 


A strong Labor man member of the House 
Labor Committee, and chairman of the subcom- 
mittee before which was held the public hearings 
on old-age pensions and other social legislation, 
Mr. Dunn holds no brief for special legislation 
which discriminates on the ground of sex. He 
called attention to the various proposals now be- 
fore Congress for 5 and 6 hour days governing 
men in various trades, adding, The 40-hour bills 
introduced for women do not equal these proposals. 
Men have always had privileges and rights that 
women have never had. Machinery will soon sup- 
plant labor in all heavy work for both men and 
women. I come from a coal and steel district and 
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know that today in the mining of coal 85 per cent 
of the coal is dug by machinery.” 

Interest in the Equal Rights Amendment has 
been an incentive to the organization of meetings 
in various parts of the country, which have en- 
dorsed the Amendment and denounced the grow- 


ing attacks upon the economic freedom of women. 


In Ohio, Mrs. Harvey J. Wiley has just debated 
the Equal Rights Amendment before the Ohio 
State Federation of Women’s Clubs at their an- 
nual convention, and later spoke at a luncheon 
meeting of the Columbus branch of the National 


Woman's Party, arranged by Clara Snell Wolfe, 


organization chairman for Ohio. In New York 
at a stirring luncheon meeting, Fascist trends 
against women were analyzed by Jane Norman 
Smith; in Florida, Helen Hunt West, member of 
the Congressional Committee, has held a series 
of meetings. The country is beginning to swing 
back to the Equal Rights Amendment as women 
sone in behalf of the Federal Suffrage Amend- 
men 

We remind members and friends of the National 
Woman’s Party that the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment is now awaiting action in the House Judi- 
ciary Committee. Is there a Member of Congress 
from your State on this committee? If so, have 
you written asking him to support the Equal 
Rights Amendment and to vote to have it favor- 
ably reported from committee? Please send the 
replies you receive to the Congressional Commit- 
tee, National Woman’s Party. 


ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE W. I. L. 


The Women’s International League for Peace 
and Freedom holds its annual meeting in Wash- 
ington May 2 to 5. In addition to work for 
peace, members of this organization in all parts 
of the world are striving to save women from the 
utter subjection which threatens them. This con- 
viction that freedom for women is an essential, 
was stirringly voiced by the action taken at the 
Congress of the League in Zurich last Septem- 
ber, when Dr. Anita Augspurg of Germany, one 
of the most loved and courageous leaders of women 
in Europe, called on the members of the League 
to devote themselves to work for freedom as a 
means to peace. 

The Washington Convention will have before 
it a resolution endorsing the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment. The text of this Amendment is identical 
with that of the Equal Rights Treaty unanimously 
approved by the Zurich Congress, in which the 
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American section of the League was represented 
by a large and powerful delegation. 


The Zurich resolution reads as follows: 

“Whereas four American republics have re- 
cently signed a Treaty to remove from their 
laws all discrimination based on sex, reading: 

The contracting States agree that upon the 
ratification of this Treaty, men and women shall 
have Equal Rights, throughout the territory 
subject to their jurisdiction.’ 

Be it resolved that this Congress gives its 
approval to the Equal Rights Treaty and asks 
its Sections to work for it in their respective 
countries.’ ”’ 

At an executive meeting following the Zurich 
conference, Alice Paul was appointed referant 
for the League on this subject. The League head- 
quarters in Geneva—Maison Internationale—has 
since this time been the center of the campaign, 
conducted first for the Montevideo Equal Nation- 
ality Treaty and later to have the whole critical 
situation affecting the position of women dealt 
= by the next Assembly of the League of Na- 

ons. 

The Women’s International League has stood 
consistently for freedom. In 1919 the delegates 
added the words Peace and Freedom to the title 
of the organization, being “convinced that peace 
is impossible without freedom.” In line with the 
position its International has unswervingly held, 
the United States Section has an opportunity to 


stand for the freedom of women, and to endorse 


the Equal Rights Amendment as the most direct 
road to that goal. 


A THREAT TO WOMEN WORKERS 
ALMA LUTZ 

The recommendation of Arthur B. Corbett, labor 
compliance officer for the NRA in Massachusetts, 
that the 6,000,000 women in industry be replaced 
by 6,000,000 unemployed men, is a threat to all 
women workers. As might be expected, Mr. Cor- 
bett blames wage-earning women not only for un- 
employment among men, but for “social evils 
which menace the life of the nation’”—the break- 
down of family life, divorce, race suicide, and a 
wholly inadequate wage for the working man. 

While we may assume that such a suggestion 
as Mr. Corbett’s would never be taken seriously 
in the United States, we must acknowledge that 
Mussolini and Hitler carried out a similar pro- 
gram with astonishing ease. When men are out 
of work and hungry, when they see their families 
unprovided for, they can readily be swayed by 
false philosophy, prejudice, and sex antagonism. 

American women know that such a method can- 
not solve the unemployment problem and is only 
dodging the real issue. 

The surest means of protection from any such 
reactionary policy which would mean suffering 
and retrogression for women, is the passage of 
the Equal Rights Amendment to the Constitution. 
This would make unconstitutional any such pro- 
gram as advocated by Mr. Corbett and guarantee 
to American women the right to work for a money 


wage. 
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OBJECT 


To secure for women complete equality with men under 
the law and in human relationships. : 


THE LUCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 
“Men and women shall have Equal Rights throughout the 
United States and every place subject to its jurisdiction.” 
“Congress shall have power to enforce this article 
i by appropriate legislation.” 
t Senate Joint Resolution Number 1 
House Joint Resolution Number 1 


Introduced in the Senate J * 4, 1935, 
by Senator John G. Townsend, Delaware. 
Introduced in the House January 3, 1935, 
by Representative Louis Ludlow, Indiana. 


YOU CAN HELP 
By sending a money contribution now to the 
National Woman’s Party. 


By getting subscribers to EQUAL RIGHTS, Na- 
tional Woman’s Party, Washington, D. C. 

By writing your Senators and Congressmen and 
asking their support for the Equal Rights Amend- 


ment. 


NATIONAL WOMAN’S PARTY 
144 B STREET N. E. 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


@ Please enter my subscription to 
EQUAL RIGHTS, official organ of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party. 


One Year, $1.00 Foreign, $1.50 ~ 
Vame 
Address 
City State 
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RESOLUTTON ADOPTED AT SENECA FALLS 


CONVENTION, 1848 


“Resolved, That the women of this coun- 
try ought to be enlightened in regard to the 
laws under which they live, that they may 
no longer publish their degradation by de- 
clearing themselves satisfied with their pres- 
ent position nor their ignorance by asserting 
that they have all the rights they want.” 


SECTION 213 ON TRIAL 


HE hearings before the Civil Service Com- 
mittee of the U. S. House of Representatives, 
now being held in Washington, on the proposed 
House Resolution 5051, are of vital concern to all 
women, and particularly to those holding positions 
under the Federal Government. 

The proposed resolution, described in the Bill 
as an amendment to “An Act to regulate and im- 


prove the civil service of the United States (Act 
of January 16, 1883, 22 Stat. 403), is hereby 
+ « amended by adding at the end of the sixth para- 


graph of Section 2 of the Act a new paragraph, 
as follows: 


“And no person shall be discriminated against 
in any case because of his or her marital status 
in examination, appointment, reappointment, re- 
instatement, reemployment, promotion, transfer, 
retransfer, demotion, removal or retirement. All 
Acts or parts of Acts inconsistent herewith are 
hereby repealed.” 

Among the organizations testifying before the 
Committee, in favor of House Resolution 5051 
were: National Women’s Trade Union League, 
National League of Women Voters, National Fed- 
eration of Business and Professional Women’s 
Clubs, National Education Association, National 
Association Women Lawyers, American Federa- 
tion of Teachers, Women’s Homeopathic Medical 
Fraternity, Woman’s Bar Association, American 
Association University Women, Medical Women’s 
National Association, National Woman’s Party, 
Government Worker’s Council, Washington Chap- 
ter, American Association Social Workers, Amer- 
ican Federation Government Employes, Federal 
Association Government Employes, and the Sorop- 
tomist Clubs. 

Mrs. Edwina Avery, President of the Woman’s 
District of Columbia Bar Association, and Chair- 
man, Government Workers’ Council, spoke for the 
Bill at the request of the Civil Service Committee, 
and opened with a quotation from the Commission 
of Inquiry on Public Service and Personnel: “The 
weakest link in American Democracy, the point at 
which we fall most conspicuously behind the other 
self-governing peoples, is in the appointive serv- 
ices, where the great bulk of modern government 
is carried on.” Mrs. Avery continued: 

“This commission, as of course this committee 


| knows, was financed by the Spelman Fund and 


received the approval of President Roosevelt. 
The object of the study was to determine the rea- 
sons why public service does not attract a greater 
number of competent men and women, and to 
formulate a program designed to bring about a 


change. The report emphasized that ‘employes 
should be given security against dismissal or de- 
motion for trivial, personal, religious, racial, po- 
litical, or other arbitrary or extraneous reasons.’ 
It asserted that tenure of office should depend en- 
tirely on merit. Among the specific recommenda- 
tions applicable to the Federal Government was 
r one calling for the repeal of the marital status 

W.“ 

Speaking for the National Woman's Party, 
Anita Pollitzer, vice chairman, said, “It is the 
accepted belief that our Government grants Equal 
Rights to all and special privileges to none. Sec- 
tion 213 of the Economy Act, by discriminating 
on the ground of marriage, violates this funda- 
mental principle. The National Woman’s Party, 
which stands for Equal Rights between men and 
women, protests this violation which in the work- 
ing of the law penalizes to such a great extent 
married women throughout the country. 

“In Germany recently, Minister of War Goeb- 
bels said, ‘We Nazis have put women out of public 
life. Nature fits women for life behind house 
walls, and not in the open’; and in Italy, Mussolini 
has stated that the power to earn a living fosters 
independence and other undesirable qualities in 
women. Section 213 of the Economy Bill has en- 
couraged chiefs of bureaus in our own country to 
voice similar views. It is hard to conceive what 
would happen if every employed married woman 
went ‘back home.’ Our unemployment rolls would 
increase beyond endurance and the loss to our 
country of women’s services would be paralyzing 
to industry, disastrous to women, and would deal 
a death blow to Democratic government. Men and. 
women should have a right to marry and a right 
to earn. To make them choose between economic 
independence and marriage is unbelievable.” 


Rebekah S. Greathouse, National Association of 
Women Lawyers, submitted the following: 

“This organization favors the enactment of 
H. R. 5051 because— 

We believe that any legislation which forces 
women to choose between marriage and earning 
a living is cruel. 

We believe that discrimination by the Govern- 


ment on account of marriage has set a bad exam- 


ple to business and has worked great hardship 
5 married women throughout the United 
tates. 

We believe that preventing married women from 
earning is a return to the feudal system under 
which women were the slaves of their husbands. 

We believe that any tendency to prevent married 
women from earning is a reversal of progress, 
since it tends to put the work of sewing, cooking 
and laundering back in the home on an individual 
basis instead of on the modern cooperative basis 
of factory production. Every person interested 
in the clothing, food preparation, or laundry 
trades, whether as worker or stockholder should 
be opposed to any restriction upon the employ- 
ment of married women. It is analogous to tell- 
ing married men that they must grow their own 
corn and slaughter their own meat.” 
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AMENDMENT ENDORSED 


The Equal Rights Amendment was unanimously 
endorsed by the Philadelphia Women Teachers Or- 
ganization, at its regular bi-monthly meeting, 
March 14. Mrs. Jane Allen Stevenson spoke in 
favor of the amendment and offered the resolu- 
tion for adoption. 


COUNCIL MEETING 


A meeting of the National Council was held at 
the home of the Chairman in New Castle, Dela- 
ware, on April 14. Mrs. Robert Adamson, of New 
Jersey, was elected to the Council to fill the vacancy 
which remained when Mabel Vernon was unable 
to serve after being elected at the convention. Mrs. 
Adamson is one of the pioneer members of the 
Party, having been active in the picketing days. 

The treasurer’s report showed that she had suc- 
ceeded in keeping within the budget laid down at 
the December meeting, and a resolution of con- 
gratulation was passed. However, it was brought 
out that some bills for the year 1934 of about $900 
due on the old EQUAL RIGHTS had been met by a 
generous advance from the Chairman. 

A constitution was submitted of a new branch 
in Dayton, Ohio, and approved by the Council. 

Reports of Congressional work were made by 
Anita Pollitzer and Jane Norman Smith, showing 
that considerable progress had been made in bring- 
ing the Amendment to the attention of Congress. 

A request of the Government Worker’s Council 
to change its name to Business and Professional 
Council and a request of a group in Philadelphia 
to use a similar name were discussed. The Coun- 
cil was unable to approve the use of this name 
because of its similarity to that of another na- 
tional organization and because it was thought 
too broad a term in view of the special professional 
councils. 

Emma Wold was appointed chairman of a com- 
— for the distribution of “Jailed for Free- 

m.“ 

A Committee on Regional Conferences, empow- 
ered to give approval to conferences which will 
further the objects of the Party, was appointed, 
to consist of the following: Mrs. George Callery, 
Delaware, chairman; Mrs. Cecile Maurer, New 
Jersey; Miss Martha Souder, Pennsylvania; Miss 
Laura M. Berrien, Georgia, and Mrs. Antoinette 
Funk, Maryland. 

A telegram from Mrs. Clara Snell Wolfe, of 
Ohio, offering her cooperation for the National 
Conference was read, and it was decided to hold 
the 1935 National Conference in Ohio. 

The Council asked to have an announcement 
in EQUAL RIGHTs calling attention to the fact that 
the action of the Council in regard to concentrating 
on the amendment was a recommendation only 
to the states, and not in any sense a mandate. The 
members of the council realize that certain per- 


sons or groups may be equipped to oppose anti- 


equality measures in their home states and not 


be in a position to put in very hard work on the 


amendment. \ 
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DAYTON CHAPTER 


The Dayton, Ohio, Chapter of the National 
Woman’s Party, organized last June, held its first 
general election meeting March 26; at the Engi- 
neer’s Club, Dayton. Miss E. H. Swenson was 
elected president, Mrs. Ruth Boes Herr first vice 
president and Mrs. G. Harries Gorman second 
vice president. Mrs. Blanche Keyser was elected 
treasurer and Mrs. Mary Hirby recording secre- 
tary; Miss Dorothy Smith corresponding secre- 
tary and Mrs. Helen Schlemann custodian; Mrs. 
Beatrice Gnau and Mrs. Romaine Greathouse 
auditors and Miss Ernestine Breisch parliamen- 


ALVA BELMONT HOUSE 


It would mean so much to the women of this 
country to enjoy the hospitality and companion- 
ship which Alva Belmont House, Headquarters 
of the National Woman’s Party on Capitol Hill, 
affords. Women should have more club houses 
of this character, said Louise M. Stecher, of Den- 
ver, editor and publisher of The Tax Payers Re- 
view of Colorado, after her visit to Washington. 
“If one goes to a hotel it must be the best. A 
woman engaged in any activity must have a good 
address, and there is nothing as substantial to my 
notion as to be affiliated with women working for 
progress for women. That is a strength. To live 
at Alva Belmont House while in Washington is 
a privilege that all of our women should share in.“ 

The Olde Coach House Tea Room is now open, 
in what was the old coach house in the rear of, and 
adjoining Alva Belmont House, and adds the 
charm of hospitality to a residence at the head- 
quarters of the National Woman’s Party in the 
Nation’s Capital. The beauty of the gardens and 
the delightful spaciousness of the tea room, de- 
signed and planned under the direction of Elise 
du Pont, architect of Wilmington, Delaware, are 
proving an attraction to visitors as well as to 
the permanent residents. 


RECENTLY 


Ella Hurst, 14 years’ old, has been appointed to 
serve as a page in the Arkansas House of Repre- 
sentatives, the first girl to serve in this capacity. 
It is gratifying to feminists to see such a school 
of experience opened to women. 


Mayor Susie Murphy and six other women were 
elected to govern the town of New Albany, Kansas. 
The others are Mary Blinn, Edna Badgley, Lillei 
Morgan, Effie Laughlin, Katherine Bivins, council- 
men, and Laura Shelton, police judge. This puts 
oe eee government of the town in feminine 


According to an Associated Press dispatch, 
obligatory military service for women as well as 
men has been initiated in Ethiopia. It was an- 
nounced that the service of the women would be 
limited to nursing and other tasks considered suit- 
able for women. 
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